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SUB J : "CHELE" MEDRANO ATTACKS FOREIGN MINISTER MARTINEZ 
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(NOTAL) C) SAN SALVADOR 3460 (NOTAL) 

1 . GEN ALBERTO "CHELE" MEDRANO, IN COMMENTS PUBLISHED 
IN THE DAIRIO DE HOY OF JULY 26 (SEE REFTEL C FOR TEXT), 
HARSHLY CRITICIZED FOREIGN MINISTER MARTINEZ’ REACTION 
TO AMBASSADOR LOZANO'S STATEMENT BEFORE THE FRASER 
SUBCOMMITTEE (MARTINEZ' COMMENTS ARE REPORTED REFTELS). 
"CHELE" MEDRANO WAS THE HERO OF THE 1969 WAR WITH 
HONDURAS AND SUBSEQUENTLY A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF 
THE RIGHT WING IN THE 1972 ELECTIONS. NOW RETIRED, HE 
FIGURED IN RUMORS OF COUP PLOTTING DURING THE LAST 
DAYS OF MOLINA'S PRESIDENCY. MEDRANO CRITICIZED 
MARTINEZ FOR RESORTING TO "AD HOMINEM" ARGUMENTS 
AGAINST LOZANO. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE MINISTER'S 
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INABILITY TO COMMENT ON THE SUBSTANCE OF LOZANO'S 
REMARKS. E.G., ON AGRARIAN REFORM, IS BECAUSE THE 
MINISTER IS OUT OF TOUCH WITH SALVADORAN REALITY 
AFTER HIS LONG ABSENCE ABOARD IN THE DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE. 

2. RUMORS OF DISSATISFACTION AMONG BOTH MILITARY 
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AND CONSERVATIVE CIRCLES AT SOME OF ROMERO S 
CABINET APPOINTMENTS HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING FOR SOME 
WEEKS. RESENTMENT HAS SEEMED TO FOCUS ON FOREIGN 
MINISTER MARTINEZ. ON PLANNING MINISTER CHICO 
DUARTE, A HOLDOVER FROM THE MOLINA GOVERNMENT WHO 
IS ASSOCIATED IN CONSERVATIVE CIRCLES WITH THE ISTA 
PROJECT, AND ON VICE PRESIDENT AND MINISTER OF THE 
PRESIDENCY JULIO ASTACIO. OPPOSITION IN SOME MILITARY 
CIRCLES TO VICE PRESIDENT ASTACIO WAS STRONG ENOUGH 
TO RAISE CONSIDERABLE DOUBT IN JUNE THAT HE WOULD BE 
GIVEN A CABINET POSITION. MEDRANO'S ATTACK ON 
MARTINEZ MAY SIGNAL THE EMERGENCE INTO THE OPEN OF 
A CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE FOREIGN MINISTER, AND 
INDIRECTLY, DUARTE AND ASTACIO. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD ME HE HAD REFUSED TO RESPOND TO 
PRESS REQUEST FOR COMMENT ON MEDRANO'S REMAKRS. HE FELT 
GETTING INTO A POLEMIC WITH MEDRANO WOULD BE OF NO USE. 
BESIDES, HE SAID, MEDRANO DID NOT HAVE THE QTE MORAL 
AUTHORITY UNQTE TO MAKE SUCH REMARKS WHICH HE WOULD 
THEREFORE NOT DIGNIFY WITH A RESPONSE. 

LUBENSKY 
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